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                  August 10, 2020 

Dear Salmon River Elementary Parents & Guardians, 

We have been extremely busy developing a plan to allow us to safely bring our students back into the classrooms at 

Salmon River Elementary.  Many safety guidelines have been established that address transportation, classroom seating, 

arrival, dismissal, the instructional day, and so much more.  This letter covers several topics, so I ask that you take your 

time reading each section to understand what this school year will look like. 

Just recently, the Salmon River Central School District submitted our learning plan to the New York State Education 

Department.  The plan allows for (5) day in-person instruction in our elementary building.  We have also created the 

Salmon River Elementary Reopening Plan, which can be found on our SRE Facebook page and website.  Our Pre-K & 

Kindergarten programs will run on ½ day schedules, with AM and PM classes. This was to help make it more manageable 

for our teaching staff to ensure proper safety guidelines with our younger students.  Our 1-5 classrooms will run on an 

8:00 am - 2:00 pm schedule.  Parents who choose remote learning will receive a schedule from the classroom teacher. 

In-person elementary students will be placed in classroom cohorts, where interaction will be limited to their classmates, 

interventionists and special area teachers.  This approach reduces the number of opportunities for students to cross 

paths with other cohorts of students.  It is a safe and practical approach for our staff and students.  When arriving, 

departing, and in the hallway, the expectation is that all students and staff will be wearing a face covering, as these are 

high traffic areas throughout the day.    

When students arrive in the morning, they will immediately report to assigned doors.  When entering the school, they 

will report immediately to their classrooms.  Breakfast and lunch will be served in their homeroom.  Daily instruction will 

be provided in their homeroom as well.  Each classroom is equipped with a wash sink and bathroom.  Students will 

practice consistent hygiene while in the classroom as instructed by their teachers.  Traffic flow in the hallway will be 

one-directional as this will limit possible cross-contamination.   

In each classroom, we have taken great care in setting up seating that is conducive to learning, while also ensuring that 

student safety is optimal.  When possible, student desks have been socially distanced, providing 6 feet of space.  In other 

classrooms, we have created polycarbonate dividers to serve as barriers between students that are not 6 feet apart.  The 

expectation is that all students will be wearing face coverings throughout the day, especially in high-traffic areas.  

However, there will be times when students will not be wearing a mask.  During these times, students will be either 

socially distanced or have a barrier in place to separate them.  Examples of this would be outdoor classrooms, outdoor 

recess, physical education when 12 feet apart, breakfast/lunch, mask breaks, and when social distancing allows in the 

classroom.  We are encouraging our staff to utilize the outdoor setting as much as possible, and to keep the students 

moving and active in the classroom.   

Parents, please speak with your children early and often about masks and hygiene.  Practice with them.  Watch the 

videos we share on FB.   It is important that you begin to prepare them now for what lies ahead in September.  I can 

assure you that when school starts, the students will receive training on proper mask-wearing techniques, social 

distancing, student safety, and hygiene.  We ask politely that you help in preparing them for these tasks to make the 

transition that much easier. 
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The Salmon River Elementary Facebook Page will serve as an additional communication/information tool for helpful 

videos, updates and postings regarding school reopening, as well as events throughout the year.  This page is a great 

resource to help you with preparing for September.  Please consider joining this page if possible.  We will still utilize 

mailings and the One Call system. 

Due to the possibility of a large number of students receiving remote instruction, we cannot guarantee that your child 

will be placed with the grade level teacher they were assigned this spring.  At each grade level, we may be required to 

assign one staff member as the remote teacher to those students who are learning from home.  You will be notified 

directly by the classroom teacher if your child has been placed in another classroom.   

Parents who have chosen remote learning for the first (10) weeks of school must ensure that they will be able to have 

their child attend daily online lessons provided by instructional staff.  Attendance will be taken and recorded for the 

remote learners.  Students will also be required to submit daily assignments for credit.  Daily participation is graded. 

We will not be providing morning and afternoon latchkey services to the community due to COVID-19 guidelines, 

protocols and procedures.  If you are dropping off your students in the morning, then please make sure to arrive as close 

to 8:00 am as possible at Door #2.  Please do not walk your child to the door.  An adult will be available to escort them 

into the building.  This same concept applies for parent pick-up in the afternoon, which will occur at 2:15 pm.  An adult 

will bring your child to your vehicle.  Please make sure students board your vehicle on the passenger side only.  A school 

resource officer will also be there for your assistance. 

The Salmon River Central School District has created an online screening submission form for parents to complete on a 

daily basis.  Parents must answer a couple of questions for each child and submit this prior to entering school.  You are 

expected to confirm that your child does not have a fever, and that they do not have any of the symptoms associated 

with COVID-19.  The link will be shared with parents/guardians in the near future.  As a gentle reminder, if your child is 

sick, please keep them home. 

Please remember that we are all in this together.  We must work collaboratively in order for your child(ren) to receive a 

quality education in a safe, protective learning environment.  Let them know that school is a positive place, filled with 

endless learning opportunities.  Show them how easy it is to wear a face covering and wash their hands.  Put a positive 

spin on all these new procedures that are in place to protect your child.  Your mindset and words will have the greatest 

impact on your child’s perception of what school will be like for them this September.  Promote a positive message. 

We are also scheduling a parent communication session in the near future to discuss the reopening plans of the District 

and the Elementary School.  In the meantime, should you have any questions, concerns, or would like to speak with the 

school, please reach out to the office at 518-358-6670.   

            Respectfully, 

             

            Benjamin J. Barkley 

                      Elementary Principal 


