
BALANCING ECONOMIC REALITIES 
& EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE & ELECTION
TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2014 • 12:00-8:00 PM

HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
 ; Continuity of Existing Programs with No 

Staff Reductions 
 ; 2014-15 Proposed Spending Plan Total: 

$29,469,098 
 ; Tax Levy: $1,989,899, an Increase of 2%
 ; Tax Levy is Below New York State Tax Cap 

Formula of 2.94%

A Message from the 
Superintendent
On Tuesday, May 20, 2014, District residents will 
go to the polls to vote on a proposed $29,469,098 
budget for the 2014-15 school year.  In light of 
increasing obstacles, the Board has developed 
an educationally and fiscally responsible budget 
working very hard to maintain current staffing 
levels through a combination of reasonable tax 
increases with responsible use of fund balance.

The 2014-15 tax levy increase is 2%, which 
complies with NYS Property Tax Freeze 
requirements.  Since the District has not 
exceeded the tax cap of 2.9%, District residents 
will be eligible for a tax credit from NYS in 
the amount of their property tax increase for 
2014-15.  The Board understands that with the 
uncontrollable increases in the health insurance 
and retirement costs it is necessary to increase 
the tax levy.

Again this year, we sought to identify reductions 
that would maximize the skills of our staff and 
allow us to sustain the highest quality learning 
opportunities.  Since 2008-2009, there have been a 
significant number of positions that were not filled 
when teachers retired due to the District’s decrease 
in state aid.  While this has been a significant 
challenge particularly for programming in the 
Middle School and High School, the principals 
and teachers have worked closely to provide the 
best educational course offerings.

Several key instructional positions that were 
previously reduced include a 7-12 technology 
teacher and a high school art position. With the 
retirement of our home and careers teacher this 
year, we eliminated that  position in order to bring 
back a technology position which will support the 
middle school STEM program and high school 
technology offerings, specifically pre-engineering.

Additionally our art offerings have significantly 
been impacted since Mrs. Ida retired in 2010.  
Salmon River has a significant number of very 
talented artistic students.   

Continued on page 2...

Salmon River Central School District 
PROPOSED 2014-15 BUDGET
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also saw a 
chance to solve a 
problem for their 
own community 
when they 
received a grant 
from Samsung to 
fund research on 
the school’s water 
issues.  Students 
will study six 
major forms of 
water treatment 
systems: reverse 
osmosis, 
distillation, 
carbon blocking, 
catalytic carbon 
filtration, 
aeration, and 
ion-exchange 
through sub-
microns.  
Professionals will be brought in from each 
of these major fields to discuss the benefits 
of and costs of each system.  At the end 
of the six week project, presentations will 
be held and students will vote on the best 
result, which will then be presented to the 
Board of Education.  

 “Our goal is to prepare our students for 
a career and show them how education 
connects to the outside world by providing 
them with real problems to solve using the 
content they have absorbed throughout 
their years in school,” finished Mr. Barkley.

In 2014-15, the STEM program will expand 
to grade seven, and in 2015-16 to grade eight.

Middle School STEMSuperintendent’s Message Continued...

This budget includes an art teaching 
position for the high school.   We also 
added a teaching assistant position that 
will support Salmon River Elementary 
kindergarten classes.

We are very proud of the academic rigor 
of our programs and will continue to 
challenge our top students with honors 
and advanced placement courses.  We 
are also extremely proud of all our 
students’ academic accomplishments, as 
well as our athletes’ accomplishments, 
not only for their athletic skill and ability, 
but also their good sportsmanship and 
commitment to academics.

Jane Collins, Superintendent of Schools 

OUR COMMITMENT 
TO STUDENTS:

 ; Advanced Placement, Honors and 
STEM courses

 ; Art, Music, Library, and Physical 
Education  at all schools

 ; Career and Technical Education
 ; Support for struggling learners
 ; Athletics and Extracurricular 

activities 

OUR COMMITMENT 
TO PARENTS:

 ; High quality academic 
programming

 ; Achievement and success for ALL 
students

 ; Caring and safe environment
 ; Implementation of Common 

Core Learning Standards
 ; Enhance technology with 21st 

century instructional tools

OUR COMMITMENT 
TO COMMUNITY:

 ; Use of reserves and fund balance 
to mitigate tax increases

 ; Awareness of the limit of fiscal 
resources of the community and 
NYS

 ; Long-term fiscal stability
 ; Property tax within legal levy 

limit

2014-15 
Three Part Budget

2013-14 2014-15
Administrative 
Component $ 2,485,604 $  2,430,182

Program 
Component $  20,061,912 $ 20,629,744 

Capital 
Component $ 6,528,995 $ 6,409,172 

Capital
21.75%

Program
70%

Administrative
8.25%

In order to inspire and challenge 21st 
century learners, the Salmon River Middle 
School launched a new program this 
year, focusing on science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). This 
innovative program is aimed at empowering 
learners to succeed in a global society.

“We have adopted the ‘constructivist form’ 
of educating our children.  The students 
drive their own instruction.  We simply 
introduce the content to be covered, and 
they take it from there,” explained Mr. Ben 
Barkley , the ELA/Writing teacher for the 
sixth grade. 

According to Mr. Barkley, students take over 
the learning process, with team collaboration, 
constructive criticism, and reflection as the 
essential components of the program.

“Students constantly reflect on the progress 
and alter the educational map to provide 
the most efficient means of absorbing and 
analyzing information,” noted Mr. Barkley.  

With team teaching at the center of the 
process, the staff – consisting of David Bish 
- Science/Literacy, Charlotte Zappia - Math/
Literacy, Janice Santamore - Social/Literacy, 
Ben Barkley - ELA/Writing, Jane Kuhn - 
Special Education, and Danielle Chapman - 
Instructional Support – meets often to alter 
schedules based on the changing needs of 
the 76 students in the program.

Group projects include fantastic subjects like 
forensic science, where students learn about 
evidence based writing and using observable 
and text-based evidence to analyze and 
create professional police reports. Students 

Sixth grade STEM students 
held Greek Fest on Nov. 
21st in the Middle School 
gymnasium.  
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2014 Valedictorian 
Katrina Martin, the daughter of Tricia and 
Jamie Martin of Ft. Covington, has been 
named valedictorian of the Salmon River 
High School Class of 2014.  Katrina will 
graduate with an Advanced Regents with 
Honors Diploma and special recognition of 
mastery in math and science, the school’s 
highest diploma. 

A well-rounded model student, Katrina gives 
back to the school by spending her study 
halls volunteering in an elementary special 
education classroom. 

“I love spending time with the kids and it 
helped me to decide what I want to do in 

life,” said Miss Martin. 

She also volunteers her time to other students as a 4-H and Sources of 
Strength mentor. Katrina is a member of French club and the president of the 
National Honor Society. She has received the Xerox Award for Innovation 
and Information Technology and the Daughters of the American Revolution 
Award for the highest overall grade point average in American History. 
Additional awards include the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Award for 
outstanding achievement in Mathematics and Science and the U.S. Air Force 
Math and Science Award.

Katrina has taken a rigorous college prep program of Advanced Placement 
and Honors courses, including Honors Algebra/Trigonometry, Advanced 
Placement US History, Honors English, Advanced Placement English, Honors 
Chemistry, Honors Government, college level Calculus I, Intermediate French 
201, and Intro to Macro Economics through NCCC. She has excelled in all 
subject areas. Katrina is also a talented vocalist, participating in the chorus and 
select chorus program since she was in fourth grade.

Miss Martin plans on attending SUNY Potsdam in the fall where she will 
pursue an Early Development in Elementary Teaching degree and then a two 
year Master’s program in Special Education.

2014 Salutatorian 
Becca Leroux, daughter of Lisa Leroux and Matt Leroux of Fort Covington, has been named salutatorian 
of the Class of 2014. 

As a member and treasurer of the National Honor Society, as well as high honor roll, Becca excelled 
in all of her classes. Becca will graduate with an Advanced Regents Diploma. She has taken courses 
such as Advanced Placement US History, Honors Algebra and Geometry, Honors English, and Honors 
Chemistry. Becca has also taken a college level courses in Intermediate Spanish 201. Becca has spent 
her senior year in the FEH BOCES New Visions Health program, which is a demanding medical 
program. She commits half of her day to senior academics at Salmon River, and the other half to this 
academically rigorous program that involves a variety of information in the medical field, a psychology 
class, and a shadowing program.

Becca has received the Bausch & Lomb Science Award for Excellence in Science and the Student Sage 
Recognition Nomination for Academic Excellence, Student Leadership and Community Involvement. 
She has been a valuable player on the girls’ soccer, girls’ hockey, and softball teams where she excelled 
on the field and ice throughout her high school career.  Miss Leroux plans on attending North Country 
Community College in the fall in its highly competitive Nursing program. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Native Film
Students in the Native Film class at Salmon 
River High School have been hard at work, both 
interpreting and creating film projects. 

The Native Film class, taught by Katsitsionni Fox, 
includes investigating Native American stereotypes 
in media, while critiquing Native American films, 
including John Wayne westerns and contemporary 
Native films.

“The most exciting part of this course is the hands 
on experience that the students receive creating 
independent films,” notes Ms. Fox on her website.  

Students learn the basics of camera operations, 
lighting, audio, scriptwriting, and film editing.  The 
most outstanding films are showcased at the annual 
Native Student Film Festival at the Galaxy Theatre in 
Cornwall.  This is a joint project with the Akwesasne 
Mohawk Board of Education (AMBE) and is 
organized by Margaret Peters and Katsitsionni Fox.

Last April, Native Film students Sierra George, 
Tristen Thompson, Kiana Thompson, and Victoria 
Thompson won 3rd place in the video contest 
“Speak the Truth To Power.”  Their video centered 
around the the Human Rights Defender Jamie 
Nabozny, and the topic was bullying.  Their video 
featured the “Skennen Ratihawi” initiative at the 
Mohawk School, with an interview of Angela Elijah.

Native Film student works on a clay animation project.
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Interfund Transfers 1%

Debt 
Service

12%

Employee 
Bene�ts

32%

Community Service
Transportation 6%

Instruction
38%

General 
Support

11%

Expenditures 2014-15

Revenues 2014-15

Expenditure Comparison

Category
2013-14 
Budget

Proposed 
2014-15 Budget Difference

General Support $  3,346,074  $ 3,251,427  $ (94,647)
Instruction $ 10,891,591  $ 11,232,011  $ 340,420 
Transportation $ 1,740,545  $ 1,627,446  $ (113,099)
Community Service $  28,960  $ 21,600  $ (7,360)
Employee Benefits $  9,146,213  $ 9,467,385  $ 321,172 
Debt Service $  3,703,128  $ 3,649,229  $ (53,899)
Interfund Transfers $ 220,000  $ 220,000  $ - 
Total Expenditures $ 29,076,511  $ 29,469,098  $ 392,587 

Fund Balance
1%

Federal Aid
1%

State Aid
82%

Miscellaneous
1%

Use of Money 
and Property

1%

Charges for 
Services

7%

Property Taxes
7%

Revenue Comparison
Category

2013-14 
Budget

Proposed 
2014-15 Budget Difference

Property Taxes $ 1,965,881  $ 2,004,899  $ 39,018 
Charges for Services $ 2,129,100  $ 2,129,100  $ - 
Use of Money and Property $ 88,000  $ 84,000  $ (4,000)
Miscellaneous $ 314,000  $ 290,500  $ (23,500)
State Aid $ 23,528,308  $ 24,293,618  $ 765,310 
Federal Aid $ 372,343  $ 383,330  $ 10,987 
Fund Balance $ 678,879  $ 283,651  $ (395,228)
Total Revenues $ 29,076,511  $ 29,469,098  $ 392,587 

Bus Purchase on Ballot
A proposition on May 20th will ask voters to approve the purchase of one (28) passenger, one 
(65) passenger and one (8) passenger bus at a cost not to exceed $200,000. The state reimburses 
the District for 90% of bus purchases, therefore the local taxpayers’ share of the total would be an 
average of $4,800 for the next five years. 

Why does the District purchase buses on a regular basis? The Salmon River Central School 
buses travel an average of 375,000 miles each year and carry 1,500 students daily. The District 
has an ongoing bus replacement plan designed to keep the bus fleet in safe, working order. New 
bus purchases replace old buses based on the vehicle’s mileage, age, repair history, and condition. 
As buses age, they become more costly to maintain and less efficient to run. Older engines can 
average only about six miles per gallon; new buses should average about nine miles per gallon. 
That difference can add up to considerable savings given the number of miles our school buses 
travel each year. The bus replacement plan ensures that Salmon River has a fleet of buses that meet 
all New York State standards, safety regulations, and laws.
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How do I estimate my school taxes for 2014-15?
The amount of taxes collected by the District will change 2%.  Using the formula below, you will 
be able to calculate your estimated school tax.
Assessed Value ÷ 1,000 X Tax Rate  - STAR = School Tax
Example
$50,000 ÷ 1,000 X $11.75  - $353 = $235.00 
$50,000 (Senior Citizen) ÷ 1,000 X $11.75  - $754 = $0.00 

$100,000 ÷ 1,000 X $11.75  - $353 = $822.00 
$100,000 (Senior Citizen) ÷ 1,000 X $11.75  - $754 = $421.00 
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True Tax Rate 2004-2015
Why has the tax rate gone down? Over the past ten years, the tax rate per thousand has gone 
down from $15.16 per thousand in 2004-05 to $11.75 per thousand in 2014-15. This is caused 
by the increasing assessments from the towns and new construction.  For 2014-15, the estimated 
property tax bill for the average $50,000 home will increase $18 and a senior citizen will see no 
increase in their property tax bill based on the current assessments. 

Our Mission
Salmon River Central School 
District values academic 
achievement, cultural 
diversity, and celebrates 
individuality within a 
safe, supportive learning 
environment.

Our Vision
People
Respecting
Individuality,
Diversity & 
Educational Achievement

Budget Goals
 ;Continuous 
improvement

 ; Sustainable budget
 ; Support high quality 
programs

 ; Promotes achievement 
and success for all 
students

 ; Recognize the limit of 
fiscal resources of the 
community and NYS

 ;Maintain fiscal integrity

Budget 
Challenges

 ; Limit budget growth
 ;Develop a budget within 
the legal levy limit

 ;Assure achievement for 
ALL students

 ; Prioritize scarce 
resources

 ;Meet the requirements of 
the new and challenging 
Common Core Learning 
Standards

How is the Tax Rate Set?
School districts establish the tax levy, the total amount of money raised by local taxes to fund the 
school budget, but do not determine what portion of the tax burden is placed on any one town or 
property owner. Each year the actual tax rate increase/decrease varies from town to town due to 
changes in the assessed values and equalization rate, which are set by the Office of Real Property 
Services, and are not finalized until August.

In late August, the District uses the total taxable assessed value of properties in each of its towns 
and the state equalization rates to calculate each town’s portion of the school tax levy.  The portion 
of the tax levy is then divided by the total assessed value of property in each town to determine the 
school tax rate per $1,000 of assessed value by town.  Individual tax bills are printed and mailed to 
property owners on September 1st.

Are the tax levy and tax rate the same thing? No. There is a difference between a school 
district’s tax levy and the tax rate set in August by the Board of Education. The tax levy is the 
total amount of money that a government entity, like a school district, collects each year in 
taxes from property owners. The tax rate is the per $1,000 of assessed value figure used to 
compute tax bills and based on a home’s individual assessment.  It is determined by using 
town-wide assessments (the total value of all town property) and state equalization rates 
(released in August by the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance).
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NEW 
IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS
New York State has new 
immunization requirements 
effective July 1, 2014.  For the 
2014-2015 school year, every 
student will be required to 
have two Varicella (Chicken 
Pox) vaccines prior to entering 
Kindergarden. Students will 
also be required to have one 
Tdap and a third Varicella 
vaccination prior to entering  
6th grade. 

If you have any questions 
regarding your child’s 
immunizations, please contact 
your school nurse.    

Salmon River School District 
Nursing Staff

St. Regis Mohawk School
518-358-2763 
Tanya Lockwood

Salmon River Elementary
518-358-6673 
Melanie Stowell-Cunningham

Junior & Senior High
518-358-6625 
Gisele Hance
Denise Oakes 

  

Annual Salmon River College Fair
Hundreds of students attended the 
Annual Salmon River High School 
College Fair in October 2013 in 
the High School Gymnasium. Fifty 
representatives from colleges and 
universities, along with military 
recruiters and representatives from 
a few career fields were on hand 
throughout the morning to speak 
with prospective students and give 
out information on their schools.

For the first time, the Salmon River 
event was opened up to students from 
two other schools. In addition to 
students in grades 10-12 from Salmon 
River, students from Brushton-Moira 
and the TR Leger School attended 
the college fair.  Next year’s fair will 
be held on October 1st. Guidance 
Counselor, Mrs. Andrea Martin, 
stated this was the biggest college fair 
the school has seen yet.

“We will continue to pursue other 
colleges to expand the college fair,” 
added Mrs. Martin.

Raven Oakes speaks with Keuka Admissions Counselor 
Trista Wesley about what Keuka College has to offer. 
Miss Oakes is a sophomore at Salmon River High School. 
Keuka College is located in Keuka Park, New York.

Absentee Ballot
Qualified District residents who are unable 
to go to the polls on May 20th can cast 
their votes by absentee ballot. 

Absentee ballots are available if you are:
 ; Unable to vote in person because of 

illness

 ; Planning to be out of the area on 
vacation or business

 ; Confined to prison due to conviction of 
an offense other than a felony

 ; Accompanying a spouse, parent or 
child of the same residence who cannot 
come to the polls for one of the above 
reasons

To receive an application for an 
absentee ballot you may download and 
print it at http://www.srk12.org/PDFs/
AbsenteeBallotApplication.pdf; you 
may call the District Clerk at 358-6608 
and ask to have it mailed to you; or you 
may visit the District Clerk to fill it out 
in person at the Salmon River Campus 
School, 637 County Route 1, Fort 
Covington.

Applications must be received in the 
District Clerk’s office at least seven days 
prior to election (by May 13, 2014) for 
ballot mailing. All completed ballots 
must be received by the District Clerk 
no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday, May 
20, 2014.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE
BUDGET ADOPTED FOR 

THE 2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR
BUDGET PROPOSED 

FOR THE 2014-15 
SCHOOL YEAR

CONTINGENCY BUDGET FOR 
THE 2014-15 SCHOOL YEAR

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including 
Separate Propositions

 $ 29,076,511  $ 29,469,098  $ 29,407,548 

Increase/Decrease for the 2014-15 
school year

 $ 392,587  $ 331,037 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in 
Proposed Budget

1.35% 1.14%

Change in Consumer Price Index 1.46%
Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  $ 1,950,881  $ 1,989,899  $ 1,950,881 

Total Permissible Exclusions  $ 155,727  $ - 
A. Proposed School Year Tax Levy, 
Not including Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions

 $ 1,795,154  $ 1,989,899 

B. School Tax Levy Limit, Not including 
Levy for Permissible Exclusions

 $ 1,974,402  $ 2,008,229 

Difference: A-B (Positive Value Requires 
60.0% Voter Approval - See Note Below 
Regarding Separate Propositions)

 $ (179,248)  $ (18,330)

Administrative Component  $ 2,485,604  $ 2,430,182  $ 2,429,182 
Program Component  $ 20,061,912  $ 20,629,744  $ 20,590,194 
Capital Component  $ 6,528,995  $ 6,409,172  $ 6,388,172 

*Assumptions have been made in estimating the contingency budget pursuant to section 2023 of Education Law.  Changes made from the 
proposed budget are in compliance with this law, should the proposed budget be defeated.

List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted 
Amount: (Tax Levy associated with propositions not eligible for exclusions 
may affect property tax levy limit and voter approval requirements)

Description Amount
Bus Proposition $ 200,000

BUDGET PROPOSED FOR THE 2014-15 SCHOOL 
YEAR

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings $ 353.00
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2014-2015 by the qualified voters of the Salmon River School District, Franklin and St. Lawrence 
Counties, New York, will be held at the Salmon River High School in said district on Tuesday, May 20, 2014, between the hours of 12:00 pm 
and 8:00 pm, prevailing time in the Salmon River High School Gymnasium at which time polls will be opened to vote by ballot.

Salmon River 
Central High School 
TOP Academic 
Seniors

The top ten academic seniors at Salmon 
River Central for the 2013-2014 school 
year are Valedictorian Katrina Martin, 
Salutatorian Becca Leroux, Samantha 
MacDonald, Jocelynn Martin, Jesse 
Odorowski, Dominique Jacobs, Kason 
Tarbell, Cody Boardway, Brandan Healey, 
and Alyssa Smith. Not pictured, Sara 
Francis, Karlee Square, Megan Collett, 
and Theresa Aaron.



BOARD OF EDUCATION
Christopher Nye, President, June 2014

Roger Lapage, V. President, June 2018

Linda Durant, June 2017
Robert Durant, June 2014

Peter Ghostlaw, June 2018

Matthew Mainville, June 2017

Michael Sisto, June 2016

Sheila Marshall, June 2014

DISTRICT OFFICIALS
Jane Collins, Superintendent
Natascha Jock, School Business Executive
Angela Robert, Director of Instruction
Allen Gravell, Director of Special Ed 
Michael Warden, HS Principal
Tammy Russell, MS Principal
Kevin Walbridge, Elementary Principal

Sharlee Thomas, St. Regis Mohawk Principal
 

Qualifications of 
Voters
To be eligible to vote, a person must be 
a citizen of the United States, at least 
eighteen years old, a resident of the 
school district for at least 30 days, and 
must not be prohibited from voting 
under the provisions of section 5-106 
of the Election Law.

Salmon River Central School
637 County Route 1
Fort Covington, NY 12937

Don’t Forget To Vote
Tuesday, May 20, 2014

12:00 PM - 8:00 PM • HS Gymnasium
ANNUAL BUDGET:  School Budget Total $29,469,098 

 ; PROPOSITION #1: Bus Purchase Total $200,000

 ; PROPOSITION #2: Board of Education Elections By Seat 

BOARD VACANCIES:  Vote for Three; the two (2) candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes cast will be elected as 

members of the Board of Education for five (5) year terms; the 
candidate receiving the third highest number of votes cast will 

be elected to serve a one (1) year term.    

Jon B. Pontius 
Michael Conners, Jr. 

Jason McDonald
Tammy Francis 
Sheila Marshall 
Darrell Lapage 
Robert Durant

TO: BOX HOLDER
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For more information, visit http://www.srk12.org/district/budget_info.htm


