
 It is hard to realize that spring is rapidly approaching us, nearly 3 weeks away, and we are well into  the second semester of the 08-09 

school year. Our students are working diligently on their academics. The coaches and athletes are closing in on the winter sports season, and 

the drama department is gearing up for a spring production of ñThe Wizard of Oz!ò. We are busy at Salmon River! Let me update you on sev-

eral topics that may interest you from a different perspective, namely the Salmon River Elementary Distinguished Title 1 school status, the 21st 

Century Capital Improvement Project, the status of the St. Regis Mohawk School facility, and the challenges of the 2009-2010 school budget. 

 We have a special congratulation for the Salmon River Elementary School which has been designated as  a Title 1 Distinguished 

School by the National Association of State Directors for Title 1! The school has been nationally recognized because our students showed 

yearly progress in all categories of performance in Math and English/Language Arts. We are proud of our staff, teachers, and administrators for 

their commitment to excellence for all students. We are one of only two schools in New York State who were recognized! 

 The 21st Century Instructional, Health, and Safety Capital Project is progressing. The first phase of the project, the renovation to the 

arena, was completed on time and came in under budget! The second phase consists of new construction in the elementary and secondary 

schools and there are significant areas in the secondary school that will under go major renovations. The design work for the second phase is 

nearing completion. We hope to be breaking ground this summer on the new construction. As was stated during the planning of this capital 

project, the goal is that there will no local share on this project. We also stated that the campus building will need additional capital improve-

ment thus a second capital improvement project will follow which will address renovations in the elementary school  as well as to mechanical 

systems. Our planning has been done intentionally to maximize state aid in an effort to minimize the local share. The state budget adjustments 

have not changed the flow of state aid on capital projects! 

 As you know, our students and staff at the St. Regis Mohawk School were brought 

to the Salmon River Campus building in  October 2008 following a series of issues with that 

facility. It goes without saying  that the campus building is at maximum capacity. Since the 

New York State Education Department owns the St. Regis Mohawk School, the Office of 

General Services is responsible for capital improvement on that facility. This district has 

been informed that the school renovations are scheduled to be completed by September 

2009. A decision was made for the St. Regis Mohawk students and staff to remain at 

Salmon River while construction continues. The Superintendent met with staff in February and several small adjustments to support our teach-

ers and students were made. For example, more computer time was made available and adjustments to some schedules were done to stream-

line instruction. St. Regis Mohawk School and Salmon River staffs have welcomed the opportunity to get to know each other better and the St. 

Regis Mohawk children are thrilled to have the use of the pool and the skating rink for the physical education classes. Jean Stevens, Associate 

Commissioner of Education,  will be here to visit the district on March 10th, at 6 p.m., to review the work that has been accomplished  at the St. 

Regis Mohawk School and to meet with parents and community members.  

 New York State and federal elected officials are struggling to create an appropriate budget for the next year given the fact that our 

economy is in crisis. Once budget decisions are made at the state and federal levels, the district will then be able to determine what the 2009-

2010 school budget will look like, At the time of  this writing, the Governorôs proposal for Salmon River is very bleak.  We welcome any cost 

saving ideas the public may wish to offer for consideration. Please call the Superintendent, Jane Collins at 358-6610 or send an email to                

jcollins@srk12.org  with your suggestions. 

 The Board of Education adopted goals for 2009 on February 9, 2009. Please visit the Board of Education website at www. srk12.org 

to view these goals. 
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TEN YEARS OF BOTTING LUNACY (aka Robotics)  

 The Clarkson Universityôs Robotics Team 229 is comprised of students from Clarkson University, 

Massena and Salmon River High Schools to design, build and competes against other high 
school students from around the US, Canada, and other countries. Team 229 competes in the 

U.S.FIRST Robotics Competitions know as FRC. This is the ninth year that SRCS has been in-
volved and the tenth year of competition for Team 229. Over this period of time Team 229 

has won numerous regional events and various other awards.  

Lunacy is the name of this yearôs FRC competition. The 2009 FRC Competition season 

for Team 229 will include the Finger Lakes Regional, March 5 -9 at Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Rochester, N.Y. and the Chesapeake Regional, March 19 ï 21, at the United 
States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. Team 229ôs goal is to win one or both regional 

events and become qualified for the FRC Championships. The FRC Championships are held at 

the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, Georgia.  

What is FRC?  

FIRST  Robotics Competition (FRC) 

is a unique varsity sport of the mind de-
signed to help high -school -aged young 

people discover how interesting and re-
warding the life of engineers and re-

searchers can be.  

The FIRST  Robotics Competition 
challenges teams of young people and 

their mentors to solve a common problem 
in a six -week timeframe using a standard 

"kit of parts" and a common set of rules. 
Teams build robots from the parts and en-
ter them in a series of competitions de-

signed by Dean Kamen (Inventor of the 
Segway), Dr. Woodie Flowers Professor of 

Engineering at MIT, and a committee of engineers and other professionals.  

FIRST  redefines winning for these students. Teams are rewarded for excellence in de-

sign, demonstrated team spirit, gracious professionalism and maturity, and ability to over-
come obstacles. Scoring the most points is a secondary goal. Winning means building partner-

ships that last.  

What is unique about the FRC program?  

¶ It is a sport where the participants play with the pros and learn from them  

¶ Designing and building a robot is a fascinating real -world professional experience  

¶ Competing on stage brings participants as much excitement and adrenaline rush as 

conventional varsity athletic tournaments  

The game rules are a surprise every year.  
 
SRCS Team 229 Members  

Front: Raymond Phillips, Cody Brady, Damien Chambers,  

Back: Jessica Beach, Jordan Fleury, Dylan Quinn, Derek Dustin, Clinton Deon, Connor McDonald, Brad 

Baxter, Patik Patel, Coach C. Raiti  

Absent: Adam Leroux  



WICYñ1490 AM 

WVNVñ96.5 FM 

Also, News Channel 10 would  

have this information. 

For this purpose, the system 

will be identified as the Salmon 

River Central School.   

 

If the school system is to be 

cleared due to inclement 

weather or some other emer-

gency, there will be a bulletin 

broadcast over the following 

radio stations: 

CKONñ97.3 FM 

WMSAñ1340 AM 

WYBGñ1050 AM 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS DUE 

TO INCLEMENT 

WEATHER WILL BE 

BROADCAST PRIOR TO 

BUS ARRIVAL. 

Please tune to one of these 

stations to hear any special 

broadcast regarding the 

Salmon River Central School 

District. 

Emergency Closing of  School 

Meal Charging Policy 

 The Salmon River Central School Policy for meal charging is as follows: 

 Everyone will be encouraged to pre-pay on at least a monthly basis.  Individual students and staff may charge 

up to $15.00 for the purchase of food or lunch at the cafeteria.  The money will be expected to be paid within 15 school 

days.  If a student does not have any meal money or is still in arrears for the charged meals, a simple lunch consisting of 

a sandwich, fruit, and milk will be provided until the bill has been paid. 

 If a student owes the cafeteria any money, he/she will not be allowed to purchase snacks until the bill has been 

paid. 

 If a child wants to purchase items such as milk, ice cream, or snacks, he/she must pay cash unless we receive 

permission to allow use of the account for items other than meals.  If you wish to allow your child to use the meal ac-

count for snack items, please contact Renee Durant at 358-6682. 

 Every effort will be made to help families to understand the free and reduced lunch application process.  At any 

time during the school year if there is a change in your income, you may file or resubmit a free and reduced application.  

 

National Junior Honor Society:  

 Salmon River Central is pleased to announce that they are in 
the process of forming a Chapter of the National Junior Honor Soci-
ety.    

 Students in grades 7 and 8 will have the ability to apply for 
membership in this organization.  Students will be selected based 
upon the criteria of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Citizenship, 
and Character.  Once selected the members of the Salmon River 
Chapter of National Junior Honor Society will focus on community 
service and peer assistance with homework.   

 If you would like more information on the National Junior 
Honor Society, please contact Daniel Mainville in the High School. 

 


